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KRAMER SAYS
CROWDING Or
SGHOOLS 1S

EVIL PRAGTICE

Assistant Superintendent Ex-
plains How Congestion in
Classes Proves Serious
Handicap.

Points Out That Education of
Children Is Demoralized by
Circumstances That Dis-
tract Teacher.

Is the present overcrowding of
the Washington schools a mere
inconvenience or is it a serious
handicap ?

Is the double duty as building
supervisors and class teachers, now
imposed upon grade school prin-
cipals, a slight annoyance or g
genuine hindrance to work?

Both these conditions constitute
a serious menace to the efficiency
of Washington schools, in the opin-
ion of Stephen E. Kramer, Assist-
ant Superintendent of Schools,

Point is added to Mr. Kramer's |
statement by the fact that until
two months ago, he was super-

vising principal of the Third divi-
sion, in the fashionable Norﬂwzs‘,,
where the greatest congestion now'
exisis.

Mr. Kramer virtually supports]
the charges made by Mrs. F. T.
Dubois, of the Mothers’ Congress,
and by Mrs. F. L. Ransome, presi-
dent of the Parents’ League. And
from the standpoint of an educator
he tells why these evils are bad i
for pupils and teachers alike. |

By J. R. HILDEBRAND.

Overcrowding of school classes is
one of the most serfous handicaps to
s hool efficiency from an educators’
sLandpoint.

Taking time of teachers for any
other duties during teaching hours
'a hard oa the teacher, but more
than that it is demoralizing to her
work

Stephen lliott Kramer, assistant
puperintendent of schools, today
ciade these assertions following the
pieas, made through The Washing-
ten Times, of parents and friends

Actress Is Sued
By New Husband

GERTRUDE BONDHILL.

Miss Gertrude Bondhill, of Poli Stock Company,
Who Was Married to American Consul Ray Last
December, Is Defendant in Divorce Action Just
Filed in Texas.

A suit for divorce has been filed by John Arthur Ray, American
consul at Sheffield, England, against Gertrude Shafer Cavagna Ray,
known to the Washington public as Gertrude Bondhill, a member of
the Poh _stock company.

The snit was filed in the town of Whltewnght Grayson county,
| Tex., the home of Mr. Ray. Papers were served on Miss Bondhill
in this city last week by a representative of her husband's attorney.

The news that divorce proceedings would be instituted by Mr.
Ray was forecast by the return to Miss Bondhill to the stage. The’
masrriage took place in Ohio just before Christmas, and was the cul-
mination of a romance which began in Washington while Consul Ray
was here on leave of absence. He took his bride to Sheffield shortly
after Christmas.

NO HINT OF TROUBLE.

No word was recalved to Indlcate | Ray is a native of Texas and a gradu-
there had been differences between | ate of Yale University. He was at one
them, but g short time ago Mi=s Bond- | time an instructor in the Naval Acad-
hill's name reappeared in the roster of | emy, but entered the consular service
the Poll company. Miss Bondhill ls | abcut five years ago. He has been sla-
playing in “Madame Sherry” in the| tioned at Maskat, Arabia, and Mara-
Baltimore Poli house this week, Mr. ! calbio, Venezuela.

WANTS 75-CENT GAS CONVICTION OF 24
FOR THE DISTRICT DYNAMITERS UPHELD

TEXAS MUST ANSWER
FOR RAID OF RANGERS

OENATOR FALL URGES

ARMED INTERVENTION

Long List of Crimes Against American Cm-
zens Instanced Before Senate—State

Department Assailed in Passionat_e:

Speech.

Declaring that in the last twelve months America has
“fiddled while Mexico burned,” giving in detail a long list
of American men and women murdered and outraged in
Mexico; referring to the hundreds of millions of American
property destroyed; and graphically portraying a reign of
horror and desolation in Mexico, Senator Fall today took
the lid off the Mexican situation on the floor of the Senate
of the United States.

Il is the first time since the Mexican trouble has be-
come acute that this has been done in either House. The

-|Senator from New Mexico submitted a detailed list of no

less than sixty-three cases of murder, outrage, and like
crimes to citizens of #he United States, mcludmg a few
citizens of other nations.

Senators sat.enthralied oetore his pass:onate state-
ments.

The fact that he spoke just following the raid of Texas
rangers, who dashed across the international line to seize
the hody of the murdered American ranchman, Vergara,
added to the intensity of the interest.

Senator Fall spoke in support of the Poindexter reso-
lution requesting the President to send to the Senate in-
formation as to what measures have been taken to protect
Americans in Mexico.

“WE OWE IT TO THE WORLD.”

JOHNSON CHARGES
ATTEMPT AT BRIBERY

“Shown Avenues of Graft” by

protection of American and forelgm
citizens In Mexico, and for the restora-
tlon of order and the malntenance of
peace in the Mexican republic

intervention. Senator Fall held that
this natlon owes it to her own people, |
to the world, and to Mexico to act
forcefully and speedily.

“1 realize, Mr. President. and no one
more fully than L™ said he, “the con-
sequences which might ensue from

e —————

|

| converted into a lawn.
il:in

Senator Fall urged the immediate use | lof C.
of the land and naval forces for the &nd Trueman Larham,

|
\
|

It was practically a demand for armed jor cement

Above—GOVERNOR COLQUITT, of
Texas. Below—SENATOR FALL of
New Mexico.

STATIONPLIZAIS TO
BF ADE NTO LAWK

Commissioner Harding Has Ap-

proved Plans to Remove
Eyesore of Cinders.

1
Plans tor the improvement of the
Union Station plaza were approved by

the Engineer Commissioner today.
The broad expanse of rinders in front
of the station, long an eyesore to visi-
tors and residents, as well, is to be
Werk will be-
fmmediately under the supervision
B. Hunt., engineer of highways,
superintendent
| of trees and parkings, and will be l.um-'
pleted by Apri} 15
The plaza covers
square ryards, 5000 of which will be
planted in mm seed.  Fither brick |
pavements will cover thr-'

an area of 6,00 ]

remainder.

The improvement of the plaza, ac- !
cording to the snrincering officials, has |
been (k.'l.l)o.d in order to allow the
ground to settle. Its condition is now
such that the work may proceed with-
out difTficulty.

WILSON 10 DEMAND
REPORT OF COLQUMTT

Rebuke for Crossing Border May Be Given.
Object of Sortie Across International
Line Is Not Considered—No Hasty
Action to Be Taken By President.

. The Texas authorities must assume responsibility for
Saturday night’s sensational raid into Mexican territory
by armed rangers. Unless Gevernor Colquitt volunteers
an immediate and satisfactory report, President Wilson
will personally ask for it by wire. He made this plain to
callers today.

Except for a brief dispatch from Consul Garrett that
the body of Clemente Vergara was now on this side of the
Mexican border, Administration officials are still in the dark
cuik erning the part played by the Texas rangers in recov-
ering the remains of the murdered American.

* From unofficial sources the Department of State has
been informed that-the rangérs did not actually cross the
Porder, but recéived it on this side, after it had been ob-
tained from the cemetery. ~Another unofficial report says
the rangers did cross the border.

Consul Garrett, who was present when the body
reached the American side, wired that he would send a full
report by mail.

The object of the raid, the recovery of the body ot
Clemento Vergera, which had been buried at Hidalgo, Mex-
ico, after he was tortured and slain by Mexican federals.
will not be counsidered by the Administration. That was
merely the curmination of a circumstance that may prove

decidedly dangerous. If Texan rangers carrying arms in-
vaded Mexico i1 direct opposition to the warnings of the
National Government it may be necessary for the National
Government nct only officially to disavow this act, but
also sharply to rebuke those who permitted it.

There will be no hasty action by President Wilson.
He made ** plain today that « full and complete inquir:
has already been instituted and that until it ends no state-
ment will be forthcoming from either himself or from Sec-
retary of State Bryan that will deal with the merits of this
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